
July 30, 2020 
 
Dear Faithful Friends and Prayer Partners, 
 
Greetings to all of you!  We are sending this Missions Update still from our home in Baguio city, 
Philippines.  We’ve been here for almost 5 months now.  After more than 23 years as missionaries, this is 
the longest time we have ever spent away from the ministries we have in Cambodia.  This verse, “Commit 
thy way unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:5) is something 
that I thought I have already learned!  I am just being reminded that this is easier said than done.  When 
the “He shall bring it to pass” part seems to be quite too prolonged, the “committing … and trusting in 
Him” becomes somewhat of a day to day push-and-pull struggle.  Well, we just need to trust and do what 
we are able to do.  God is doing something and He is not obligated to explain that to us!  

    
We are still thankful that we are safe from the dreaded pandemic and that none of our people in 
Cambodia have been afflicted although everyone and every aspect of our lives have been drastically 
affected.  Thank you very much for holding the rope of prayer on our behalf. 
 

Our brethren at Grace Baptist Church have been keeping on in the regular weekly services.  We are 
thankful for our preachers and staff for ably holding the fort while we are away.  In many ways, our 
absence from the field is an opportunity for them to exercise more faith, develop their relationship skills 
and sharpen their leadership abilities.  Through the aid of modern communications, our role has shifted 
more towards coaching and consultancy!  We wish we could be more hands-on but perhaps this is one of 
the Lord’s intended purpose in allowing us to be in these situations and circumstances at this time. 
 
Unfortunately, because to the suddenness of the school lockdowns in Cambodia and our unforeseen 
prolonged absence from the field, we were not able to prepare our teaching staff to do distance/online 
teaching.  Some of our Pastors were still able to teach their respective subjects but not all were able to do 
that.  As a result, our students were unable to complete the credits required to graduate hence we do not 
have Bible college graduation at CBBC so far for this year.  We hope to be able to navigate around this 
hurdle and look at the possibility of having a graduation towards the end of the year.  
 
At Academy International Cambodia, our staff have been doing online classes and because the school 
curriculum is designed for individual learning, the transition has not been that difficult.  We were even 
able to hold a “Virtual Awards and Recognition Ceremony” to end the school year.  Again, our AIC 
staff are to be commended for such flexibility and quickness to adapt for the benefit of our students.   
 
The most difficult part of being absent from the field is being away from our children at Power of Grace 
Children’s Home.  We have so many planned programs that have been hampered because of our absence 
caused by the present pandemic situation.  While most of our children are able to respond well to the 

leadership of the staff working with them, occasionally, a few children would misbehave and so 
administering discipline and counselling is a challenge our staff would have to handle by themselves.  But 
again that is an area where our people, both children and staff, are gaining some very much needed 
growth. 
 
Please remember to pray for the above-mentioned situations and circumstances for the Lord’s 
intervention and guidance.  Please keep praying for the government restrictions to be eased down so that 
we can return to Cambodia soon.  Thank you very much for your faithfulness in supporting us through 
your prayers and finances.  We are truly blessed by your faithful partnership for the sake of the 
Cambodian people.  May the Lord abundantly bless you for your great kindness. 
 

Yours for Cambodian souls, 

 

Mike and Daisy Valdez 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2Flive%2F%3Fv%3D268467574489499%26ref%3Dwatch_permalink&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce6260c24c7bc43c7693408d835400e76%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637317896514231893&sdata=kJAU%2BUX7o4qkhtDExuNCjPLxnuIWPuD%2Bf62Ni3hmIws%3D&reserved=0

